Familial predisposition to precancerous gastric lesions in a high-risk area of China.
Aggregation of intestinal metaplasia and dysplasia was investigated among families participating in a population-based gastroscopic screening survey in an area of China with one of the world's highest rates of stomach cancer. The prevalence of gastric dysplasia was significantly increased among those with dysplasia among siblings or spouses, but not parents. The odds of dysplasia were nearly doubled if an eldest brother or a spouse was affected. Sibling and spousal associations for intestinal metaplasia were much less pronounced and not statistically significant. The specificity of the findings suggests that familial risk of advanced precancerous lesions (dysplasia) is influenced not only by genetic factors, but also by environmental factors operating in childhood and early adult life.